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A Probiotic to 

Protect Caribbean 

Corals  

According to the reports a bacterial strain 

from healthy corals could slow the 

progression and prevent transmission of 

the destructive stony coral tissue loss 

disease in the wild. [4] 

 

 

 

 

 

Alphine and Artic 

Microbes Break 

Down Plastics 

Picolinic acid: A 

Potential Therapeutic 

Against Pandemic 

Viruses 

MICRO  SCOOP 
  NEWSLETTER 

Researchers from the Indian Institute 

of Science, Bangalore, have 

demonstrated Picolinic acid’s (PA) 

potential against pandemic viruses, 

specifically SARS-CoV‑2 and 

Influenza A, through broad-spectrum 

antiviral activity and immune 

response enhancement. The study 

emphasises PA’s promising 

therapeutic role and its unique 

mechanism targeting viral entry and 

immune modulation.[1] 

 

Unique New Species 

of Marine Bacteria 

Discovered in Deep-

Sea Cold Seep 

According to the reports 

researchers have discovered a new 

deep-sea bacterial strain, 

Poriferisphaera hetertotrophicis, 

which is unique for its budding 

division model and plays a 

significant role in nitrogen 

assimilation. The bacteria also live 

symbiotically with a bacteriophage 

that further facilitates nitrogen 

metabolism. [2]  

According to the reports researchers 

identified cold-adapted microbes that 

degrade certain plastics at low 

temperatures, potentially saving energy 

in industrial recycling. [3] 
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